SOLDIERS    OF    THE    PEN

the faith of his nation in the future, but it was not
his themes that made him great; he won immor-
tality as the greatest master of the Polish language
who lent a new fascination and a new meaning to
the national tongue. Slowacki was also an innovator
in the sense that whereas his predecessors wrote
mainly about heroes, introducing women only as
incidental characters, he created many feminine
types, ranging from the angelic to the demoniacal.
Like many another poet, Slowacki was not given
the recognition he deserved in his life-time and
the discovery of his greatness was left to later
generations. In course of time, however, he won
nation-wide fame and popularity. The difference
between him and Mickiewicz lay in the fact that
whereas the latter was the embodiment of the
positive  side  of the  Polish  national  character,
Slowacki was a 'knight errant* and represented
the   imaginative,   erratic   and   passionate   side.
Mickiewicz was above all a human being; Slowacki,
above all an artist. He grew up in the shadow of
the Master, the recognized Titan, who sometimes
seemed to  obliterate  him,   perhaps  deliberately,
because he, more than anyone else, saw Slowacki's
genius. Slowacki's burning ambition to equal his
great rival or even to wrest from him his dominion
over the spirit of the people, assisted at the cradle
of many  of his  best  creations,   adding greater
power to his genius. But, though he could not
equal the Titan in other things, Slowacki was the
undisputed King of the word, under whose magic
touch the Polish language  changed  into music
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